
April 23rd, 2026
6:30 pm • LBJ 322

Awards 
Day



Welcome & Congratulations:
Dr. Kenneth Grasso

Chair, Department of Political Science

Outstanding Graduate Student

Dylann Engle        Reagan Haik          Andrea Toro Yehya

Outstanding Undergraduate Student
Ashton Hansen

Departmental Awards:
Announced by Dr. Kenneth Grasso

Political Science Scholarships
Announced by Dr. Lauren Rowlands
Undergraduate Program Coordinator

The Richard B. Henderson 
Political Science Award

William Barry

 Political 
Science      

Public 
Administration    

Legal Studies Saniyha Coleman • Lea Hartman • Fritz Kokinda
Monique Perez • Layla Saldua

The Walter Richter Endowed Scholarship Fund

Valentina Vera-Gonzalez

The Bettylee & Daniel Farlow Endowed 
Scholarship in Political Science

Jakob Salsgiver

The Barney & Linda Knight 
Endowed Scholarship Fund

Political Science

The James H. McCrocklin Memorial
Political Science Endowed Scholarship

Camilla Velazquez

Public Administration Scholarships
Announced by Dr. Howard Balanoff

William P. Hobby Center for 
Public Service Scholarship

Mst Thahsina Aktar Asha • Hannah Amaya 
Tanya Garduno • Heather Hampton • Ben Holt • 

Syeda Zareen Jaha • Ishrat Ritu • Ariela Velazquez



The Dale Hardin Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship

Alyssa Abitia

Legal Studies Scholarships
Announced by Dr. Michelle Evans 

Director, Legal Sudies Program

Clarence E. Ridley Scholarship
Walker Allee

Francis Rich Scholarship
Savanna Batson • Reagan Haik

Nusrat Neela • Julia Reeves 

ICMA Local Government Management 
Fellowship

Riyanka Aryal • Joa Brown

Pi Alpha Alpha Inductees

Mst Thahsina Aktar • Asha Stacy 
Chezelle de la Peña

Hannah Amaya • Joa Brown • Reagan Haik 
Zoe Kulas • Nusrat Jahan Neela • Ariela 

Velazquez

Fall 2025

Spring 2026

Josue M. Alberto
Gabriel V. Albuquerque de Melo

Jose M. Alcala
Eduardo Almanza

Alondra S. Ayala Salas
William D. Barry

Noelle E. Beckham
Emma A. Boegel

Wendy Borja
Samuel Q. Budnik

Mayra E. Castaneda
Rocio A. Castro-Nino

Amy C. Chaffee
Graham A. Christopher

Alejandro Cisneros
Adrian E. Cornejo

Paul A. Finklea
Collin A. Ford
Emily Y. Garcia
Sofia G. Garza

Ariel G. Guthrie
Ashton M. Hansen
Jonathan D. Hebler

Benjamin O. Horton
Brayden L. Hutton
Rachel C. Jackson

Felicia R. Jones
Amelie Juarez

Isabel G. Kenney

Sharlene E. Kiefer
Mikaela M. Kram
Edwin K. Kuria
Drake Maddix

Gabriel A. Marquez
Deric J. Marsh

Maycie F. Metzler
Avery B. Mills

Layla C. Moore
Nahimana Nadege

Pete R. Pascone
Naiomi P. Perez Valentin

Adam Y. Price
Kaiyla L. Rodriguez
Jakob D. Salsgiver
Kayla G. Schulze

Joel T. Scott
Haley M. Smith
Joshua P. Staggs

Niko S. Toro
Sarah A. Trayhan

Savanna R. Tremback
Kaden D. Tucker
Monika Vargas

Camila M. Velazquez
Alyssa B. Wheeler
Ciara R. Wheeler
Matthew G. Zinck

College of Liberal Arts 
Academic Excellence Awards

Announced by Dr. Mary Brennan
Dean, College of Liberal Arts

Closing Remarks
Dr. Kenneth Grasso



Dr. Kenneth Grasso
Chair

Dr. Vince Bagnulo 
Associate Chair

Dr. Lauren Rowlands
Undergraduate Program 

CoordinatorDr. Ionut Popescu
MA Political Science Director Dr. Sherri Mora

Master of Public 
Administration Director

The Department of 
Political Science Faculty:

Dr. Roger Abshire
Ben Arnold

Dr. Howard Balanoff
Dr. Ashleen Bagnulo
Dr. William Brannon

Dr. Christopher Brown
Dr. John Burke

Dr. Cecilia Castillo
Emily Cedillo

Dr. Thomas Cloud
Dr. Paul DeHart

Dr. William DeSoto
Dr. Thomas E. Doyle II

Dr. Michael Faber
Blake Farrar

Dr. Willard Fields
Dr. Sheriff Folarin

Dr. Ana Garza
Dr. Peter Gazda
Larry Gonzales

Dr. Kenneth Grasso
Dr. Emily Hanks
Dr. Jacob Har vey

Dr. Susan Johnson
Dr. Neil Kucera

Dr. Alex Kroeger

Dr. Scott Langford
Dr. Arnold Leder

Dr. David Levy
Dr. Thomas Longoria Jr

Ezekiel Loseke
Dr. Helen Lowman
Dr. Walter Martin

Dr. Chelsea McCullough
Colin McFerrin

Dr. Thomas McMahan Jr
Dr. Ricardo Mendez

Dr. Edward Mihalkanin
Dr. William Moravits
Dr. Franziska Newell
Dr. John Davis Paul

Dr. Marcus Peoples Jr
Dr. Dianne Rahm

Dr. Nandhini Rangarajan
Dr. Omar Sanchez-Sibony

Laura Smith
Dr. Susanne Sternthal

Dr. Hassan Tajalli
Jordan Villarreal
Dr. Miha Vindis

Dr. Kenneth Ward
Dr. Hyun Yun

Dr. Michelle Evans
MA Legal Studies Director

“The benef its of education and 
of useful knowledge, generally 

diffused through a community, are 
essential to the preservation of a f ree 

government.”

S a m  H o u s t o n
1st President of the Republic of Texas



The Department of Political Science is committed to quality 
teaching and learning, research and scholarship, public 

service, and responsible citizenship. Building upon the bodies 
of knowledge in the disciplines of political science, public 
administration and legal studies, the department seeks to 

prepare students to read and think critically about the enduring 
questions of political life, to fulf ill their responsibilities as 

citizens, to engage in community service and to excel in their 
professional lives. 


